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Foreword

When Wen-Pin Leow told me, in the autumn of 2017, that he intended to write 
his Master’s by Research thesis at the University of Aberdeen on the Psalms of 
Ascent, I immediately agreed. Ever since my student days, Psalms 120–134 have 
been greatly important to me—because of the poetic beauty of the individual 
psalms, the way in which they hang together, their theological message and their 
historical background. I vividly remember the lectures Andrew Macintosh gave 
to us, a small group of advanced undergraduates and Diploma students in 1988–9 
at the Faculty of Oriental Studies (now famously renamed as ‘Faculty of Asian 
and Middle Eastern Studies’!) of Cambridge University. They introduced us to 
philological subtleties and historical dimensions we had hitherto been unfamiliar 
with, and they kindled our interest in Hebrew poetry.

So I am very glad today to write this foreword. Wen-Pin Leow has turned 
an excellent piece of research of the typical size of a Master’s thesis into an even 
better, massive study of the ‘Pilgrim Songs’. It provides a fresh perspective on them, 
approaching them from the angle of Cognitive Linguistics and Critical Spatiality, 
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I hope that Wen-Pin’s study will enable scholars and the educated public more 
deeply to understand the Psalms of Ascent and to savour their more hidden 
features. I commend it to the reader with enthusiasm.

Aberdeen, in December 2023 Joachim Schaper
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