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  Introduction


  A mere reading of the Plotto book has proved the difficulty of bringing home to the mind the vast possibilities embraced in the Conflicts. To combat a misunderstanding of the Method, and to inculcate practically the Method’s ideals, this course of lessons has been devised.


  For more than forty years the author of Plotto has been writing and selling fiction stories; and out of this long experience he earnestly believes that here in Plotto is Truth, and a Method of Originality as firmly founded as human nature itself. The author of Plotto has given five years to the preparation of this work. He knows it is imperfect, and that it would still be imperfect if he had spent a whole lifetime in its preparation. But he has proved that it is practical.


  The author began his work by devising the Masterplot Chart; and, because of his long experience in story writing, he found the Masterplots sufficient for his purposes of plot suggestion. But when these Masterplots were submitted to other writers, there was the objection that they were not concrete enough in their suggestions. To make the Masterplot supply his need, the Conflicts to exemplify them were devised—calling for the most intense application over a period of years. The author of Plotto has made use of the Conflict suggestions in his own work, and is using them now, always with the utmost success. 


  In fact, he has been told by the publisher who has used most of his output of fiction for forty years, that, contrary to the rule, his “work grows better as his years increase.” And that is because Plotto, a Method that has done and is doing its best with its author’s plodding talent. Having himself demonstrated the practicability of the Method, the author passes it on to others with confidence that, if used in an original way, the ideal way, it will easily demonstrate its value.


  William Wallace Cook 
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