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			I – WE – FALCO

			Stories of Falco Tarassaco, 
founder of Damanhur, 
narrated by his students

			CONNECTING THROUGH STORIES

			by Stambecco Pesco

			

This book is dedicated to the story of the founder and spiritual guide of Damanhur. It is a collection of “stories” and not mere recollections, because the objective, more than commemorating him for the things he did, said, or wrote that have inspired the lives of many people, is to meet him again, whether for the first time or anew, by learning from the narratives of his students and spiritual children.

			For the Damanhurians, Falco is an enlightened individual, a human being who Knows and can indicate a path for us to also attain enlightenment and contribute to the awakening of humankind as a whole.

			Born in the spring of 1950 near Turin, in North­ern Italy, Oberto Airaudi changed his name to Falco Tarassaco Cristallo di Lava, following the Damanhurian practice of adopting a spiritual name derived from nature. In 1975, he brought his creation, Damanhur, into being: a community, a spiritual school, a social experiment, and a multi­tude of other things. Over time, Damanhur gradually expanded into multiple communities, united in a federation, and, at the same time, in order to spread his message, Falco created Medit-Action, an initiatory path along the lines of classical esotericism, magic, and self-discovery.

			Through Medit-Action, Falco embraces seemingly divergent tendencies: on one hand, the urgency to discover the divine nature of the universe and life, exploring even the mysterious realms of myth, supercelestial entities, and alien dimensions; on the other hand, the valuing of everyday life, even in its most hidden recesses, as the means through which the divine expresses itself.

			His thinking is characterized precisely by the synthesis of disparate elements: the Damanhurian is a mystic who has faith in the existence of a divine reality but is simultaneously deeply immersed in everyday life, in the small things, in hands-on activities. They believe in the value of peace as a means to allow all individuals to express the best of themselves, while also acknowledging that peace does not exist in the universe, because every manifestation of nature expresses a conflict: from an antibody’s reaction to a disease, to the competition among trees in a forest to better expose themselves to sunlight. Conflict is the way for life to evolve itself.

			Falco is a profound, romantic, and challenging — even “rough” — philosopher to study and comprehend. At first glance, he captivates with his depth, his keenness, and the myriad possibilities he presents to each person to recognize themselves in the path he offers. However, he then becomes demanding because he makes it clear that a spiritual choice amounts to very little if one simply follows a Guide. It requires meditation, understanding, resolving contradictions, becoming mothers and fathers to oneself, and ultimately becoming Guides, even questioning him if necessary, in order to make authentic choices.

			For all these reasons, the best way to talk about Falco Tarassaco is to let his students do so: those who met him at the beginning of the Damanhur adventure and those who joined him over the years. Even those who never personally got to know him, but chose to look up to him after he had already left his physical body, watching his videos, reading his books, and listening to the memories of students who shared forty years of life with him.

			The universe is an intelligent machine that tells stories and, through storytelling and listening, makes them real. Therefore, to speak of Falco means to summon him here, to meet him, and for those who desire, to discover or rediscover him within themselves.

			I approached Damanhur during the late 1970s, and Damanhur was more of a project than a reality. When I joined Medit-Action and became a citizen of the community, a couple of years had passed, during which Falco’s figure hovered in the background and was present in the conversations of the older Damanhurians, but I had not many opportunities to get to know him. 

			I came from a faraway city and had the chance to meet him there during one of his public lecture tours, but in my journey into Damanhur, our paths did not cross frequently. On my part, I had never felt the need to deviate from my path in order to meet him. Partly because I wanted to understand Damanhur and my fellow Damanhurians “like me” more than I wanted to understand him, and partly because I did not believe much in those who told me — practically everyone — that Falco was open, curious, and willing to dedicate his time to meeting his students, especially the younger ones.

			Little by little, I discovered him and built my personal relationship with him alongside the teacher-student relationship. It was true, Falco was open to allow people to get to know him and, in turn, he was curious to get to know the people who were coming to visit the community. The encounter with Falco is the event that has guided my life in a specific direction. By nature, I have always preferred ideas to people, the projects to their creators. 

			So, I used to tell myself that I was fascinated by Damanhur, whoever had inspired it. But gradually, I realized that the magnetic pull came from him, and even when I did not feel the need to deviate from my path to meet him — even in a literal sense, as Falco often enjoyed walking in the Damjl territory, the first seat of Damanhur — I knew deep down that I was here for him, whom I recognized as my spiritual guide, and that my participation in Damanhur was a consequence of it being his project. Why did I feel from the beginning, and still feel today, that Falco was my guide? I felt it. Period. Any subsequent explanation I can give is the result of later reflection, which would not provide a real answer to the question.

			That young man, so different from me, was my destiny. Past lives? Ancient missions and oaths? Project Vajne?(1) Common stellar lineages? I am not particularly sensitive to these topics. I am open-minded, not ruling anything out, but they have never deeply moved me.

			I live this life, and in this life, at a certain point, I felt that Falco was my path. Therefore, I decided to follow him. Falco, from whom I have received, from a human perspective, friendship and trust that I believe I have reciprocated, interests me primarily as an event and as a catalyst for the projects and feelings of many people.

			In my life in Damanhur, I found myself collaborating with sociologists, psychologists, university and private researchers in the field of neo-spiritual movements, or as they call them, “new religions” (a term that Falco detested, although he appreciated the word “new”). As a result, alongside my intimate feelings, I have also developed a detached observation of him and all of us, in order to identify the relationship that binds us. And I have discovered some things that I find valuable and that I think it is important to emphasize in order to make this book accessible.

			First and foremost, the thing that has always struck me the most is that Falco has always allowed each Damanhurian to choose the type of relationship they wanted to have with him. While it is true that Damanhurians are those who have chosen Falco Tarassaco Cristallo di Lava as their spiritual guide and have consciously accepted a relationship that is not entirely equal, everyone, within this framework, has been able to choose the type of relationship they wanted to have with Falco; it was never him who made that decision.There are Damanhurians who have never desired to speak face-to-face with him, while others sought his advice on their choices every day. 

			Some people wished to adopt his habits, be inspired by his tastes, and make him their daily role model, while others sought to differentiate themselves as much as possible. Some people loved being constantly in his aura, while others preferred to keep their distance for fear of losing their independence.

			Falco allowed people to choose, regardless of whether he liked certain persistent presences or, conversely, aspired to closer collaborations. He never rejected the attention of those who wanted to be courtiers, but he also never neglected to offer opportunities to those who wanted to keep their distance. 

			Once he stated that we must be mothers and fathers to ourselves, take our own responsibilities, and emancipate ourselves from every role model — and he repeated this very often — he did not consider it his task to prevent those who hung on his every word from doing so; at the same time, if he saw someone, among those who were determined to never ask for his advice, making a mistake, he allowed them to do so. As long as it did not create problems for Damanhur, which would have enraged him.

			It was evident that he did not consider it his mission to personally enlighten any of us — although, over time, he provided many teachings on how to evolve ourselves — but rather the overall development of Damanhur as a spiritual People, as a federation of communities, as an initiatory school, so that it could project itself far into the future.

			He was a great promoter of talents and personal initiatives: he always encouraged people to discover vocations and abilities within themselves that they did not know they had, and to better use the ones they knew. He rarely discouraged anyone and was a source of encouragement that never dried up. 

			However, it was fundamental that these talents, initiatives, and abilities bore fruit for Damanhur in terms of ideas, economy, and relationships. As he emphasized in his posthumous letters, he did not see Damanhurians as individuals but as a People that develops collective projects. From this perspective, personal initiatives are useful if they are functional to common goals, and thus they should be encouraged.

			Falco was capable of investing in new individuals who had just arrived and supporting them in significant projects, seeing what they could not yet imagine. 

			He referred to this as “being born on the run,” meaning doing things in order to learn how to do them, placing more value on the person who was there at that moment, in that point of time and space, than on their current level of experience, which could always be gradually improved.

			In other respects, it is the “method of the magician” — which we find in some of the writings that follow — who always operates with what is available at that moment, combining multiple objectives, knowing that every moment is unique and must be seized at the right time.

			Within the “method of the magician,” which, in relation to community life, shifted towards the “method of the Governor” — a role that Falco had at the beginning of Damanhur and which, even without an official investiture, continued to symbolically hold — there was a particular aspect that sometimes challenged the Damanhurians. 

			If Falco was involved in a dispute, controversy, or clash of opinions, he tended to side with the first person who informed him. Once he had been informed, it was difficult for those with different pieces of information to rectify his view, because he adhered to the first version received, taking into account other evidence but giving significant weight to the initial account.

			This approach served to emphasize the importance of riding time, being dynamic, and always caring about the overall picture rather than just the particulars. 

			At that point, it was difficult to change his mind, but not impossible. Falco had a great sense of humor and much appreciated the ability to offer cross-sectional interpretations of events. 

			Being able to joke about things and playfully dismantle incorrect information was often the right key to establishing a connection with him.

			As a teacher, Falco ranged across many different fields.

			•Spirituality in a broad sense, expressed through various distinct paths such as the path of initiation, the path of the Quests(2) and missions towards other living species;

			•Personal development, starting from the premise that every human being is a three-dimensional magical sign writing in space through their subtle organs;

			•Selfica(3) and all border energies;

			•Healing as a process of self-recomposition and reestablishment of our relationship with nature;

			•Politics as the art of coexistence among individuals, communities, peoples, and cultures;

			•Spiritual physics, the interpretation of the universe as a “thinking machine” governed by laws;

			•And then his forays into the fields of art, education, communication techniques, alchemy, and countless other subjects.

			
Being his students is exhilarating but challenging: there was always the feeling that he addressed people endowed with his own level of preparation, with his own ability to tap into ancient and remote knowledge. Consequently, he seemed to take for granted many things that the Damanhurians then had to reassemble together in order to keep up with him. He often asked to be guided through our questions, only to provide seemingly unrelated answers that, however, proved useful in understanding the topic being discussed.

			He always recommended using doubt when studying and even with regard to spiritual choices: never accepting or rejecting something without having carefully analyzed it first. 

			Doubt, he explained, serves not to be cautious and create distance between us and things, but rather to establish a connection between us and things. It is about understanding why a particular concept or idea convinces me and what something that does not, can still teach me.

			What Falco declared to fear greatly was stupidity: “Not even the gods can do anything against stupidity” was a recurring phrase of his. What does stupidity mean for Falco? 

			It is the act of doing and saying things without giving them prior thought, without considering the consequences, being happy with the first impression, wasting time, repeating old patterns, and being predictable and boring.

			Boredom, understood as a habit of being repetitive and lacking in imagination, was another great danger for him in regard to human beings, as it leads to increasingly narrow and restrictive visions. Faced with projects and initiatives, he always advocated for the oversized solution, perhaps difficult to sustain, but one that already laid out a direction for development, as opposed to a more reasonable, cautious, and manageable approach that would reproduce the limitations that the new project aimed to overcome.

			Those who, like the author of this text, worked in presenting the image of Damanhur and communicating it to the world, know how difficult it was to capture photographs and videos of Falco that met media standards. Falco was not fond of posing, he did not enjoy the search for the right background or the creation of a “suitable” image, and although he was extremely kind to those who worked with him, it was evident that he was uncomfortable and not inclined to dedicate too much time to these tasks. 

			He also claimed to be shy, although this may be a matter of some doubt, and he openly admitted that he did not enjoy dealing with public relations. As a result, the images and videos often fell short in terms of their setting.

			The most beautiful images are those that depict him among the Damanhurians, during a public meeting, an event, or while traveling in campers, or even while playing Damanhurian Risiko(4). He placed great importance on this activity because it combined opposing elements — the game, politics, group dynamics, and temporal prospect — fully representing his teaching method.

			The fact that Falco preferred to be represented in spontaneous, everyday images, alongside others, rather than in official shots and videos that crystallize and precisely define a message and an idea, can be considered as a metaphor for his relationship with the message he carries. 

			Falco Tarassaco’s message(5) speaks of the divine nature of human beings and the universe, the potential of the ancient and modern art called “magic,” the importance of connections between different species — humans, plants, animals, super­humans — and above all, how evolution, dreams, and projects are realized not through individual action, but together, in cohesive groups, communities, and peoples.

			Falco explains that the Truth is like a crystal with many facets, each of which has the potential to contain all the others. Even Damanhur as a whole, and Falco’s teachings themselves, are like a crystal, made up of many faces that represent gateways and windows facing to the Truth of the message. As a result, his teachings can be interpreted in different ways — coherent with each other, overlapping in many aspects, but also significantly different in more than one aspect.

			The esoteric-initiaton vision that Falco proposes speaks of a universe populated by sentient divine entities with free will. Spiritual physics speaks of a universe governed by laws and mechanisms. The experience of the Quests leads us to reflect on an individual mystical path. The strand related to politics, perception, and communication guides us along a path of creating reality and being educated on the almost-real. 

			The history of communities explicitly expresses the value of everyday life and the physical development of a reality that serves as a guide to subsequent spiritual achievements. Falco has created a school of thought consisting of multiple different schools, each capable of guiding decisive life choices. In his physical life, as a man of synthesis rather than analysis, he embodied them all. It is now up to his students to develop them, starting with clarifying where one begins and the other ends.

			This is perhaps the most significant aspect of the message: given these elements, each person must be capable of developing their own path towards spiritual realization. By avoiding stupidity and boredom, using doubt intelligently, and aiming for the goal of every true teacher: to be caught up with — and even surpassed, why not? — by the student. Always remembering that personal fulfillment is a means to achieve collective fulfillment, which is the true purpose.

			For some Damanhurians, this process must occur through a literal adherence to what Falco has conveyed, while for others, it is through a reading mediated by personal experience. Some approach it from an esoteric perspective, while others take a secular approach. Within his People(6), these different approaches keep the message alive. And this is also Falco Tarassaco, Cristallo di Lava.

			
This book presents the character of Falco Tarassaco through various stories and experiences. For those who personally knew Falco, it is difficult to separate the message from the messenger, to distinguish personal and anecdotal memories from those that can truly be significant. 

			But, upon reflection, is it really important? Life, the message, daily life, ideals, and feelings are, in the experience the early Damanhurians had with Falco, inseparable and mutually nourishing like interconnected vessels.

			For those who did not personally know him, Falco is an intimate experience filled with emotions, dreams, intuitions, discoveries, and the fulfillment of previously initiated paths. These elements generate, renew, and process each person’s experiences, sending them forward towards others.

			The authors of the chapters were chosen synchronically, knowing well that many others would have had different experiences to share. Among them there are founders of Damanhur, who have been Falco’s lifetime companions, as well as people who only recently arrived in Damanhur. Some of them live in Damanhur Italy, others in Australia, Japan, Norway, USA, where Damanhur has been present for many years. 
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