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				Big cats, little cats, fluffy cats and hairless cats, they’re all adorable. But we know what you’re here for—the big ones!

				Big cats are a group of five cats that belong to the Panthera genus (a group of similar animals). These cats are lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, and snow leopards. Some people also include other large cats like cougars, clouded leopards, and cheetahs in this group, however, that is not correct.
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				Despite being in the same family, the five big cats vary greatly in many ways, including weight, habitat and appearance. 

				So, let’s find out more about these amazing cats! Are you ready? Let’s go!
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				Lions

			

		

		
			
				Scientific name:

				Lifespan:

				Conservation status:

				Location:

			

		

		
			
				Panthera leo

				10-15 years in the wild; 20 years in captivity

				Vulnerable

				African lions: Sub-Saharan Africa. A small population of Asiatic lions live in and around Gir National Park, western India.

			

		

		
			
				ANIMAL PROFILE

			

		

		
			
				Lions are the mightiest of the big cats, and are often called the ‘king of beasts’ with good reason! The lion features heavily in ancient mythology and popular culture as a symbol of courage and strength. 
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				The average male lion weighs between 160-225 kg (350-496 lb), depending on where they are from. Southern African lions are the heaviest.

				•••

				The average female lion weighs between 110-143 kg (240-316 lb). 

				•••

				The heaviest lion ever recorded weighed an incredible 375kg (827 lb).

				•••

				Lions are the second fastest land mammals in Africa — they can reach speeds of up to 81 km/h (50.3 mph), but only in very short bursts.

				•••

				The roar of a lion can be heard 8 km (5 miles) away.
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				Lions roar mostly at night time and they do it to let others know they are there.

				•••

				Lions don’t only roar. They make a range of noises, including purring, bleating, humming and puffing.

				•••

				Most wild lions can be found in southern and eastern Africa, however, their numbers are rapidly decreasing. In the late half of the 20th century, lion numbers decreased by an estimated 30-50%.

				•••

				Researchers estimate there are 16,500 and 47,000 lions living in the wild in Africa today.
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