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      Interlude: The Reflector

      “We’re almost done with the first round of the sixty-second Seven Stars Battle Festival! In the A block, all of the favorites cleared their first matches. Among them, Gale Emperor Kurogane Ouma and Panzer Grizzly Kaga Renji crushed their opponents with overwhelming force! Meanwhile, in the B block, the newly formed Akatsuki Academy’s students swept the competition, with all three members in that block defeating powerful foes to make it on to the next round! They’re truly as strong as the rumors claim! And just recently, the C-block matches ended with the Rank F knight Kurogane Ikki defeating the winner of last year’s tournament, Seven Stars Sovereign Moroboshi Yuudai! We’re only on the first day, and already the matches have proven to be quite exciting!”

      The announcer was yelling so loudly that his voice was growing hoarse. He had to in order to be heard over the raucous din of the audience.

      “And now, for the first time in Seven Stars Battle Festival history, we’re going to have a four-against-one match! Stella Vermillion is going to fight all four of the B block’s remaining fighters at once as a penalty for being late, including her original opponent, Tsuruya Mikoto! Both sides have agreed to these rules, and there’s no telling how this irregular, lopsided battle is going to turn out!”

      Typically, battles between knights were always one-on-one matches. As the announcer had said, never before had there been a four-on-one battle in the Seven Stars Battle Festival. It was an unprecedented historical event. None of the spectators in the coliseum had any idea why the Crimson Princess, Stella Vermillion, had offered to take on a penalty that was stacked so heavily against her. But Thunderbolt Toudou Touka and Scharlach Frau Toutokubara Kanata, who were watching the event on a TV back in Hagun Academy, knew exactly what Stella was thinking.

      “Stella-chan really is a kind girl...” Touka muttered.

      “Indeed. We’re blessed to have such a caring underclassman.”

      The two of them knew that Stella had no intention of letting even a single one of Akatsuki’s members escape punishment. They’d messed up Stella’s school, her friends, and her teachers. If things had progressed normally, in the second round of matches tomorrow, Jester Hiraga Reisen would be going up against Beast Tamer Kazamatsuri Rinna. But considering Akatsuki’s goals, it was likely that one of them would just forfeit the match. After all, they were mercenaries who’d been hired by Prime Minister Tsukikage to ensure that their school won the tournament, thus tarnishing the International Mage-Knight Federation’s reputation. They didn’t care about personal prestige, so they wouldn’t risk whittling away at a fellow Akatsuki member’s strength by fighting each other.

      Stella knew that as well. Thus, she’d used her tardiness as an excuse to ask the Management Committee for a chance to beat them all at once. All for the sake of Touka and the other students who’d been attacked. While Kanata was extremely grateful that Stella cared so much about them, she couldn’t rejoice at this turn of events.

      “But President, it hurts me to watch this.”

      “Why’s that?”
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