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  LONG, long ago, in the time that is only known in song and story, when the great and good King Arthur ruled in merry England, there lived a plowman and his wife, who were unhappy only because no children had come to bring joy to their hearts, and make the humble cottage ring with their play and laughter.


  So off to King Arthur's Court went the plowman to find the great magician Merlin, and ask his help.


  Merlin was a very wise wizard, who had lived for ages, and had gathered so much knowledge that he could work all kinds of wonders by merely waving his wand or saying a few mystic words.


  In coming to Merlin the plowman said, "Most mighty and wonderful wizard, help my poor wife and me in this our grief. We have no children to bless us as we grow old. Give us, we pray you, a son, be he no bigger than my thumb."
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  "Presto! role-so-see-mo-semi-so!" shouted Merlin, as he leaned over the magic fire, which brightened at the words, and spread a red glow about the room, "Go plowman, your wish has been granted."


  When the plowman reached home, he was hardly surprised to hear he had a sun, but he was startled to see the size of the infant that was shown him by the fairy God-mother. The baby was no bigger than his thumb.
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  "His name," she said, "shall be Thomas Thumb. He shall be the adopted child of our good fairy queen. He shall be tended and protected be all the good little people of the wood, and ho harm shall ever come to him."


  So it was that Thomas, called Tom Thumb for short, grew up under the care of the fairies, and was a great joy to his parents, who loved him dearly. Although he was small, he was by far the brightest buy in all that happy land.


  As years went by he grew a little larger, although he was a very tiny chap, and the name of Tom Thumb suited him well.
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