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Prologue

	“My name is Eve. If you are watching this, I am sorry.”

	***

	“We urge all citizens to remain indoors.”

	The words were tinged with fear, but the newscaster remained poised and professional. The scrolling text at the bottom of the screen was the same message that had been on the television for weeks, often displayed over regular programming at various times of the day.

	WP-V01 spreads. Symptoms include: loss of taste, increased appetite, increased aggression, fever, clouding of the eyes, memory loss, blackouts, and eventual death. Remain indoors. If you think you or a loved one is infected, call your city’s hotline.

	“The virus is not airborne, however, we still urge all citizens to wear masks, sanitize, and stay indoors.”

	The silence in the room hung like a fog over us. I glanced at the rest of my family in turn, eliciting a forced smile from my dad. He was trying to remain optimistic, but I could see the tension at the corners of his eyes.

	“I repeat. Do not leave your homes unless you are seeking medical attention.”

	The news had grown increasingly bleak, with field reporters hiding from the violence on the streets.
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