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  Jack and the Bean-stalk.
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  JACK was the name of a bright boy who lived with his mother, a widow, in a little house far from the homes of other people.


  Jack was lively and full of fun, perhaps a little careless and heedless; and so caused his mother some anxiety at times, but was smart, good hearted, and always happy.


  Just at the time this story opens, which was ages ago, the widow and her son wore very poor, so poor that when the storm came that destroyed their little garden, they were left without anything to eat.


  Jack did not trouble about this, but his mother knew they must sell their good, fat, spotted cow, to get food for the coming winter, as she thought Jack too small a boy to get a living for them both; so she sent him to away with the cow to market town and told him to get as much as he could for her, as they must have enough to last them until next summer brought a crop from the little garden.
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  Leading the good, spotted cow, Jack went merrily along, until he met a jolly peddler, who was singing a comic song as he tossed some bright colored beans from hand to hand.


  Jack took a great fancy to these beans, and asked the peddler if he would give him some.


  "That I will," said the peddler, "all I have of them, if you will hand me over the good, spotted cow you have there."


  "Done," said Jack, as he handed the halter to the jolly peddler man.
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