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Dedication


Thank you to the teachers, the leaders, and the encouragers. 
Irene and Kathy, I hope you can look back and see the difference you have made!




Prologue


Hi! I’m Melinda Longers. A lot has happened to my family recently. Our house was struck by lightning, and my pet fish gained the ability to speak. His name is Teensie, and I take him practically everywhere with me.
When we’re out, I keep him underwater in a special travel tank I designed. He comes with me to school and out for walks. My dad even brings him with us when we go grocery shopping or to the movies. 
We both know that Teensie is unique. I sometimes, okay, all the time, worry that someone might find out he can talk and try to take him away. I don’t think Teensie would like living in a zoo or a circus or as a science experiment. The only people who know about Teensie’s secret are my father and me, and we are doing everything we can to keep it that way.
[image: image-placeholder]
Teensie told dad and me about a treasure off the coast of Nova Scotia. The problem was, it was off the coast. We had to learn how to scuba dive, brave the cold water and fight off sharks. It was a lot, but it was the adventure of a lifetime.
At least… I thought it was an adventure of a lifetime.
[image: image-placeholder]
Shortly after that, I was in charge of the house for a day while dad recovered from the flu. I almost burned the house down, making eggs and had a tad of a run-in with the police who thought I was shoplifting (I wasn’t!). I had to fix a flat tire on my own, and I cut up my knee pretty badly. Teensie was right there at my side that day too.
He’s like another member of our family, just one that needs to stay in clean water to survive.
It seems like with Teensie in our lives, things have gotten a lot more interesting! 
[image: image-placeholder]
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1
Ferry


The exhaust was overwhelming. It clung to the inside of Melinda’s nose, and told her lungs to refuse to let new air in. 
She looked at her father in the front seat of their car. He had opened and closed and opened his window repeatedly, and finally left it closed. His nose was wrinkled. It was apparent he was struggling with the smell too. 
They were trapped in the underbelly of a ferry. The exhaust was everywhere. There was no escaping it. 
This was the worst vacation ever.
“Is it always like this?” asked Melinda.
“Yeah,” said her father. “I forgot how bad it was until we got stuck in here. Just a few more minutes, and we should be able to park, and get out of this section.” 
Melinda pressed her face against the glass of her window and tried to see into the cars around them. They were going to be spending three nights in Victoria, on Vancouver Island. Her father had arranged, not one, but, two whale-watching boat tours for them. 
She was excited to explore the museums, the beaches and the docks. 
She was NOT excited about their current situation.
Nobody in the other cars looked particularly happy with the situation either, though some appeared to be handling it better than others.
Up ahead, signal workers in bright yellow and orange uniforms waved at the cars. 
One by one, they let them pull forward, then, when their bumper was almost touching the bumper of the vehicle in front of them, the signal workers switched to a stop-sign signal and cranked their wrists to say, “turn off the car.” 
“Ooh! Did you remember to put orca on your list?” asked Teensie. He seemed utterly oblivious to the onslaught of odour. Of course, a fish in water didn’t exactly breathe air the same way.
“Yes,” said Melinda. She rolled her eyes. They had written the list together, but she was grateful for the distraction. “Orca, Humpback, Minke, Baelean, and Gray.” 
She tapped her notebook with her fingers. It was violet, with a glittery splash of sunshine extending from the top corner. She planned on using it to record every sighting, just like a real scientist. 
She wanted to know the date, the species, and estimate the length of the marine mammal. She even planned on naming each one.
“But you’re going to be okay if we only see Killer Whales, right?” asked her father.
Melinda rolled her eyes. Seeing only Killer Whales would be a huge disappointment. She didn’t intend to get back on the ferry to go home. until she saw at least two different species. Maybe even three…
“Yes,” lied Melinda. Her father didn’t need to know how big of a problem it was going to be. 
Not yet. 

[image: image-placeholder]“Caution! Slippery!” said a sandwich board with a neon yellow background, in front of the doors leading outside. 
Melinda added, when wet, in her head, then realized the deck surface was likely always wet.
“How about a small snack?” asked Teensie.
The cold, wet air hit Melinda’s face. It didn’t smell bad, not when compared to the exhaust they had been trapped in before, but it didn’t smell good either. 
It definitely didn’t make her think about food. But then again, she wasn’t Teensie.
[image: image-placeholder]
Ever since her pet goldfish, Teensie, had been hit by lightning, he had not only begun speaking, but his appetite had reached new heights. Melinda figured he thought about food more than she thought about fish. And she thought about fish a lot. 
“Just give him a few flakes,” said her father. “We don’t want him complaining the entire trip.”
Melinda rolled her eyes and reached into the back pocket of the special travel tank she had designed. Usually, a baggie of food was stashed there. 
Today, her fingers felt only crumbs. 
“Melinda?” asked Teensie. “Is something wrong?”
“I think I forgot your flakes at home!” she said. 
She patted the pockets of her pants to be sure, but there wasn’t a baggie of fish flakes there either. In her head, she could see herself measuring out the flakes to bring. She could see her fingers pinching the bag closed. She could also see her hand set the bag on the table when she had turned to answer the phone. 
She didn’t remember picking the bag of food up again, or packing it away anywhere before they ran out of the house.
“All of them?” asked Teensie. His voice had a warble to it that made him sound like he was about to cry, which was silly. Fish didn’t cry.
“I think so,” said Melinda. She looked at her father. This would be a really long ferry ride if Teensie complained the whole time.
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