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      Prologue

      Three years ago, at the end of both March and my second year of high school, it had been my birthday. Cherry blossom petals had been falling in a flurry. As we’d stood on the bank of the Arakawa River, Runa had said to me, bashfully...

      “I wanna have sex...if it’s with you.”

      The warm, amorous tone of her voice and the rosiness of her cheeks had reminded me of cherry blossoms. Her lowered eyelashes had cast shadows over her pink skin...

      “This is the first time I’ve felt this way in my whole life...”

      The amount of times she’d blinked when she’d said it, and the exact moments when she had... All of that was burned into the back of my retinas in great detail. It was like a scene in a movie I’d rewatched over and over.

      Yet even now, I still reached out for my memory of the past—the memory of those madly boisterous days of my youth.

      ***

      On our way back from the riverbank, my mind had been adrift.

      “I wanna have sex...if it’s with you.”

      The only things swirling around in my head were the words Runa had just said to me. My heart had been pounding for a long time. The way it kept beating at a high pace was putting me into a prolonged state of calm excitement, as though a light fever had become my normal body temperature.

      I’d been holding her right hand with my left, worrying that Runa might pick up on my excitement from my left hand. The thought made me feel bashful.

      With red faces, Runa and I both maintained the silence. We returned to the vicinity of Station A and then walked through the nearby shopping district.

      Something in the area caught my eye, making my heart skip a beat.



      Hotel “The Earth”

      Rest: 9,000 yen

      Stay: 16,500 yen



      That was what was written on the hotel’s flashy sign.

      I looked at Runa involuntarily, and our eyes met. The fact she then awkwardly averted hers told me she’d been looking at the sign too.

      “Th-That’s pretty expensive...” I said, trying not to be too obvious. I figured that it would’ve been worse to say nothing at all in this situation.

      “Nine thousand for just a rest...” Runa replied.

      “Yeah... Maybe it’s because it’s next to the station?”

      Well, great, I thought to myself. Spending the night at that inn in Enoshima had been much cheaper. I didn’t have that much money on me.

      “Your grandma is home today...right?” I asked, well aware that the flow of our conversation was putting my ulterior motives out in the open.

      Runa nodded apologetically. “Yeah... My dad’s there too.”

      “R-Right...”

      Runa’s father was a salesman, so his days off were irregular. That meant he was sometimes home on weekdays.
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