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HYDRA

HENRY KUTTNER

“There are sacraments of evil as well as of good about us, and we live and move to my belief in an unknown world, a place where there are caves and shadows and dwellers in twilight. It is possible that man may sometimes return on the track of evolution, and it is my belief that an awful lore is not yet dead.”

—Arthur Machen.


COPYRIGHT NOTE

This classic work has been reformatted for optimal reading
 in ebook format on multiple devices. Punctuation and
 spelling has been modernized where necessary.

Copyright  2021 by Alien Ebooks.
All rights reserved.

First published Weird Tales,
April 1939.


INTRODUCTION, BY EILEEN HAMMOND

Henry Kuttner wore many different hats as a writer. Science fiction writer? Check. Mystery writer? Check. Adventure writer? Check. War story writer? Check. He even worked as a literary agent (where he discovered another major talent—Leigh Brackett.)

The facts are these: Kuttner was born in Los Angeles, California in 1915. He worked part time for his uncle, Laurence D’Orsay, at a Los Angeles-based literary agency. All the time he wanted to be a writer, and it wasn’t long before he sold his first story: “The Graveyard Rats,” which appeared in Weird Tales in 1936.

Kuttner was part of the “Lovecraft Circle,” a group of writers and fans who corresponded with H.P. Lovecraft, and it was through this group that he met his future wife, fellow author C.L. Moore. They often collaborated throughout the 1940s and 1950s, publishing work under pseudonyms such as Lewis Padgett and Lawrence O’Donnell. Other pseudonyms included Edward J. Bellin, Paul Edmonds, Noel Gardner, Will Garth, James Hall, Keith Hammond, Hudson Hastings, Peter Horn, Kelvin Kent, Robert O. Kenyon, C. H. Liddell, Hugh Maepenn, Scott Morgan, Lawrence O’Donnell, Lewis Padgett, Woodrow Wilson Smith, and Charles Stoddard.

They were the most prolific and popular writing team in the pulps, especially in the science fiction field, until  Henry Kuttner’s death from a heart attack in Los Angeles in 1958.

“Hydra” is one of Kuttner’s early works. It appeared in the April, 1939 issue of Weird Tales magazine.

 


CHAPTER 1

Two men died; possibly three. So much is known. The tabloids ran flaming headlines telling of the mysterious mutilation and death of Kenneth Scott, noted Baltimore author and occultist, and later, they capitalized similarly on the disappearance of Robert Ludwig, whose correspondence with Scott was well known in literary circles. The equally strange and even more ghastly death of Paul Edmond, while separated from the scene of the Scott horror by the width of a continent, was clearly connected with it. This was shown by the presence of a certain much-discussed object which was found clutched in Edmond’s rigid hands—and which the credulous claim caused his death. While this solution is improbable, it is nevertheless true that Paul Edmond bled to death because his carotid artery was severed, and it is also true that there are features about the case difficult to explain in the light of present-day science.
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