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      FOREWORD

    


    Special forces hold a unique place in military history. Operating on the fringe of conventional military theory, the details of their missions are often kept in the shadows. Unfortunately, this secrecy has led to a misunderstanding of their impact on the battlefield. The use of special forces can have dramatic strategic effects, as witnessed at Entebbe, Son Tay, Eben Emael, and Saint Nazaire. These names are just a few examples of special operations missions that have gained a mystique in military history. The world gained a glimpse into the unique capabilities of special forces during Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. The photos of US Special Forces soldiers on horseback, riding into battle alongside Northern Alliance allies, illustrate the range of diversity for these highly-skilled professionals. Special forces units from several nations conducted direct action raids, special reconnaissance, psychological operations, unconventional warfare, and airborne assault missions, directly contributing to the destruction of Taliban and Al Qaeda forces. The conflict in Afghanistan proved to be a tremendous success for Special Forces largely because they were able to employ in the classical manner in which they are trained. They are a true force multiplier for commanders and can be considered the original ‘smart weapons’.


    One trait binding special forces soldiers of all nations together is an overwhelming sense of dedication to this unique brand of warfare. What’s important to remember is that members of all special forces units are volunteers, a fact that is especially vital in a time of declining military force structures. Some volunteer for the excitement, others feel a calling to the profession. Being a member of a special forces unit means dedicating oneself to a high standard of professionalism and expertise. What makes a special forces soldier different lies in the philosophy. Every special forces soldier is selected based upon his ability to lead and handle pressure. After a rigorous selection process, the lifestyle is one of constant training and readiness. Unlike conventional military forces, special forces must be ready to act in times of peace and war. Some units, like the Green Berets or British SAS, become masters of many skills, while others focus on a particular area of interest, such as counterterrorism. Regardless of their specialty, they are supreme experts at their craft. The world they live in is deadly serious and each member recognizes the outcome of failure. This is the very reason why special forces missions are considered ‘high-risk/high-gain’, and usually limits when and where they are employed.


    Many of the units found in this book have never been written about before, and you get an inside look into what makes them tick. Their selection, training, skills and equipment are presented in exacting detail. With the publication of The Encyclopedia of the World’s Special Forces, you get a better understanding of just what it takes to be a member of these elite forces.


    Major Mike McKinney

    USAF Special Operations

  


  
    
       [image: image]


      French Foreign Legionnaires from the 6ème Regiment Étrangere de Genie standing to attention during Desert Storm in 1991.


      SPECIAL FORCES ON LAND

    


    Following the tragic events of

    11 September 2001, the word special forces has

    dominated the world’s headlines as they are seen

    as the key tool in future warfare against both

    terrorists and conventional forces alike.

    Their ability to deploy unseen and unheard gives

    their governments a powerful weapon that is both

    efficient and effective, as no one knows when

    or where they will strike.


    
      ARG [image: image] ARGENTINA


      Brigada del Ejercito 601 and 602 Brigada Especial Operativa Halcon

      [image: image]


      Two army commando brigades and the dedicated anti-terrorist unit Brigada Halcon, under the control of the police, form Argentina’s special forces capabilities.


      Argentina first set up a special forces capability with American assistance in the 1960s, with the formation of a commando brigade that was modelled along US Ranger lines. Known as Brigada del Ejercito 601, this force quickly gained respect amongst the Argentine armed forces, and this led to the formation of a second brigade, the 602nd. All members of the brigade undergo parachute training at the Catamarca Airborne School, and they crosstrain with other special forces units. The 601st saw action during the Falklands War (1982) on Mount Kent, where its members fought running battles with the British Special Air Service.


      Standard equipment for the Brigada del Ejercito includes sniper rifles, assault weapons fitted with highquality night-vision devices, and very high-quality combat clothing.


      
        BRIGADA ESPECIAL OPERATIVA HALCON


        Formed in 1986 to combat terrorism, the Brigada Especial Operativa Halcon (Falcon Special Operations Brigade) is a police unit directly under the command of the Buenos Aires police department. With a make-up very similar to that of a military CRW team, the Brigada Halcon consists of 75 operators who are subdivided into five 15-man teams. Each team consists of two snipers, eight assaulters, one negotiator, an intelligence specialist, a communications specialist, a medic and an EOD specialist. Training comprises three two-month courses, which cover shooting, parachuting, offensive driving, sniping, intelligence gathering, use of explosives and helicopter insertion. In addition to its anti-terrorist role, the unit provides bodyguards for VIPs because of Argentina’s current state of economic crisis. The Brigada Halcon utilizes both localand foreign-manufactured clothing and protective gear.


        Weapons include the Franchi SPAS 12 shotgun; Glock 17 pistol; and HK G3 GS/1 for sniping.
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      Special Air Service Regiment (SASR)
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      Australia’s SASR has a long and proud history dating back to fighting the Japanese during World War II. They are organized along the same lines as the British SAS, with whom they maintain close ties. The SASR recently saw action cooperating with US special forces in Afghanistan.


      The Australian Special Air Service Regiment, based at Campbell Barracks, Swanbourne, has an operational strength of around 600 men and is made up of six squadrons – three Sabre, one signals, one operational support, one base – and a Regimental Headquarters (RHQ).


      To ensure maximum operational efficiency at any given time, the three Sabre squadrons work on a three-year cycle, which provides both training and operational experience. In the first year of a typical squadron cycle, new recruits are processed and worked up, while more experienced troopers develop new skills and attend refresher courses. The second year of the cycle sees the squadron train for its overt military responsibilities, including special operations in conventional war-fare. This provides a good contrast to the third and final year of the cycle, which involves training for covert operations. The base squadron provides logistical and administrative support, while the SASR’s operational support squadron evaluates new equipment and provides specialist training for new tactics, techniques and procedures. In addition to this, 152 Signals Squadron (SASR) provides a highly capable communications network.


      The SASR has a long and proud history. The first Australian SAS squadrons were formed during World War II to fight the Japanese behind their own lines, a task they performed with great success. After the war ended, they were disbanded in the same way as the British SAS and were not reformed until 1949. For three years, the unit was known as the 1st SAS Company and operated out of Swanbourne. In 1951, it was incorporated into the Royal Australian Regiment (RAR) as an airborne platoon; however, this arrangement was far from ideal, and, in 1957, it broke away to become the 1st Special Air Service Company. The unit quickly grew in size and capability, and in 1964 became the 1st Special Air Service Regiment (SASR), the title it holds to this day.


      The SASR mirrors the British SAS in many ways, the two having worked together over many years, both in training and in combat. The strength of this special relationship was ably demonstrated in the jungles of Borneo from February 1965 to August 1966: British and Australian SAS troopers fought side by side against Indonesian forces in difficult and demanding conditions. This experience proved to be of immense value to the SASR, which soon found itself involved in another difficult operation in Vietnam, fighting in support of the US Armed Forces. The SASR originally deployed to Vietnam in 1962 as part of the Australian Army Training Team. As this controversial and increasingly unpopular war dragged on, it became necessary to raise another squadron in July 1966, which brought the SASR up to an operational strength of three Sabre squadrons. Up until 1971, the squadrons were rotated after each had completed two tours of Vietnam.


      [image: image]


      Above: SASR soldiers part of a peacekeeping force in East Timor secure a landing zone close to the border in 1999.


      [image: image]


      A well-armed Australian 6x6 Perentie LRPV shows off its impressive armament of two 7.62mm (0.3in) GPMGs.


      [image: image]


      A potential Australian SASR soldier takes a quick break during the individual endurance and navigation phase of the SASR’s selection course.
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      Above: SASR soldiers part of Operation Enduring Freedom search a cave in Afghanistan during a routine sweep-and-clear operation.
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      An Australian SAS trooper in standard camouflage uniform with a sweatrag wrapped around his head. He is armed with an M16A1.


      The SASR developed a fearsome reputation: its troopers were known as tough and tenacious fighters who never quit, and the Viet Cong tended to avoid them.


      After Vietnam, the SASR was forced to disband one of its Sabre squadrons. However, it was reformed in 1982 following a terrorist bomb attack on the Sydney Hilton Hotel on 13 February 1978. Within days of the attack, the SASR was formally designated the national counter terrorist unit and immediately set up the TAG/OAT groups as a reaction force. From 1982, the SASR expanded rapidly and soon found itself needing a dedicated signals squadron. In response, 152 Signals Squadron was formed and set about providing each Sabre squadron with a signals troop to enable better communications while on operations. The Gulf War in 1991 led to the deployment of one SASR squadron in support of the Allied  Coalition force. This force of 110 men joined up with the New Zealand SAS to form the ANZAC SAS Squadron, which worked alongside both British and US special forces against Iraq.


      [image: image]


      SASR troopers against a mountainous backdrop in Iraq during the Second Gulf War. Note the lack of helmets in the heat of the Iraqi desert.


      In recent years, the SASR has been involved in operations in East Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq, where they have performed superbly. First deployed to Afghanistan in 2005, they were redeployed in April 2007 as Special Operations Task Group (SOTG) in support of ISAF operations. The 330 personnel were concentrated in Oruzgan Province.


      During Operation Iraqi Freedom in early 2003, the SASR deployed with specialist troops from the newly-established Incident Response Regiment (IRR), based at Holsworthy, New South Wales, to combat Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction (WMD). Other roles included direct support of Australia’s quick reaction support force (4RAR Commando unit); covert reconnaissance; hit-and-run operations, and deep strike.


      [image: image]


      Night operations in Iraq during the Second Gulf War in 2003. The SASR played an important role in the covert w ar, following their earlier success in Afghanistan.


      In January 2009 SASR Trooper Mark Donaldson became the first member of the Australian armed forces to receive the Victoria Cross.
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      Gendarmerieeinsatzkommando (GEK) ‘Cobra’ Jagdkommando

      [image: image]


      Austria’s special forces are made up of the anti-terrorist unit GEK ‘Cobra’ and an elite commando unit. The units maintain close ties with each other and train regularly with Germany’s GSG-9.


      The history of Austria’s Gendarmerieeinsatzkommando ‘Cobra’ dates back to 1973, when a unit known as Gendarmeriekommando Bad Voslau was formed in response to Palestinian terrorists who posed a threat to Jewish immigrants living and travelling through Austria. The unit was deployed on several occasions when terrorists seized a number of hostages and demanded millions of dollars for their safe return. In one incident, the infamous Carlos the Jackal received a multi-million dollar ransom in exchange for the safe return of a  number of government ministers who had been taken hostage during a meeting of OPEC countries.


      With terrorism on the increase within Europe, it was felt that the current unit was inadequate for its role and that a new force was needed. In 1978, Gendarmerieeinsatzkommando (GEK) ‘Cobra’ was formed to replace Gendarmeriekommando Bad Voslau. Its first commandant, Oberst Johannes Pechter, had close ties with Germany’s GSG-9 and Israel’s Sayeret Mat’kal and crosstrained with both of these excellent units to ensure that his force was up to the standard of some of the best in the world. Not content simply to take ideas from elsewhere, GEK has also developed excellent skills in specific areas of anti-terrorist operations, including ropework and building assaults.


      Typical weapons include the Glock 17 pistol; Steyr 5.56 AUG assault rifle; and Steyr 7.62 police rifle for sniping.


      
        JAGDKOMMANDO


        The Jagdkommando are located in Wiener Neustadt, which is just south of Vienna and is manned by highly motivated volunteers rather than national service conscripts. To join this elite force, volunteers must be both physically and mentally fit and have no previous criminal convictions.


        [image: image]


        A GEK operator using a Steyr sniper rifle observes a potential target during a training exercise.


        Aptitude training requires that each candidate undergo a 24km (15-mile) march in three and a half hours carrying a 10kg (22lb) pack and personal weapon; a 5km (3-mile) run in less than 24 minutes; a suspended traverse along a 30m (98ft) sloping rope; a dive from a 10m (33ft) tower; and a 30-minute nonstop swim.


        If they are successful in passing the initial assessment, all potential commandos are required to complete basic military and preparatory cadre training prior to undertaking a specialized 22-week commando course. During this part of the training, potential commandos learn parachuting (including free fall), close-quarter combat, alpine operations, demolitions, sniping, amphibious warfare, first aid and survival techniques. After completion of the course, newly qualified commandos can look forward to working with other special forces, including their own GEK ‘Cobra’, Germany’s GSG-9 and the United States’ Delta Force.
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      Équipes Specialisées de Reconnaissance (ESR) Escadron Special d’Intervention (ESI)

      [image: image]


      Belgium’s elite long-range reconnaisance unit, ESR, has now disbanded but its operatives continue to train Belgium’s reconnaissance teams. The ESI form Belgium’s anti-terrorist arm.


      Although the ESR (Equipes Specialisées de Reconnaissance – Specialized Reconnaissance Teams) were officially disbanded in June 1994, they warrant a mention because many former members are now assigned to the Para-Commandos as instructors for future Belgian long-range reconnaissance teams.


       The ESR were first formed in 1961 for the demanding role of deep reconnaissance behind enemy lines. Their primary mission was to gather intelligence data and transmit it back to their operational HQ for evaluation. The Belgium Government steadfastly denied the existence of the ESR, even when 12 members defended the Belgium Embassy in Kinshasa, Zaire, from rebel attack. The ESR also deployed to Sarajevo as a close protection force to the Belgian General Briquemont, who was Commander in Chief for the ‘Blue Helmets’ in Sarajevo. In Somalia, 28 ESRs were discreetly deployed to monitor Somali warlords, in particular General Muhammad Said Hersi. The final operation that the ESR performed before being disbanded took place in Rwanda, where they were part of Operation Silver Back, a rescue mission set up to secure the safe evacuation of European nationals from the wartorn nation.


      The ESI (Escadron Special d’Intervention) was formed after the terrorist attack on Israeli athletes in Munich during the 1972 Olympic Games. Originally called Le Group Diane, this title was changed to ESI in 1974 to better reflect the unit’s operational role as an anti-terrorist force. Despite the name change, however, the Belgium media still refer to the unit as the Diane. ESI doctrine is to be proactive rather than reactive and, as a result, the unit is used in an aggressive way, performing both anti-and counter-terrorist roles. Not only do they take active measures to counter terrorist incidents, but they also aim to prevent terrorists striking in the first place.


      Service within ESI is voluntary, and all potential candidates must undergo a tough selection process before they can be considered for active service. This process last for two weeks and has a high failure rate: almost half the number of candidates fail to reach the end of the course. Those that do pass the selection phase move on to three months of intensive training before they become qualified operators. ESI also allows females to serve in the unit, but only in observation and undercover roles. This operational flexibility allows the unit to perform other duties, such as fighting narcotics traffickers and their criminal gangs.


      ESI training involves making tactical use of high-speed vehicles in both defensive and offensive modes. Current vehicles include Mercedes sedans; 4 x 4 Range Rovers; and unmarked vans.


      Weapons used include the HK MP5; Sako TRG-21 sniper rifle; Glock 17; Browning 9mm (0.35in) pistol; and Remington 12-gauge shotguns.
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      1st Special Forces Battalion

      [image: image]


      Failure rate for admittance to Brazil’s special forces is high. Their survival skills are considerable, being constantly deployed on long-range patrols deep within the Amazon rainforest.


      Rio de Janeiro is home to the 1st Special Forces Battalion, Brazil’s leading special forces unit. The formation of this unit came about in 1953, after an aircraft on an internal flight was hijacked over the Amazon. In 1983, a detachment from the 1st Special Forces Battalion was assigned to anti-terrorist duties, a role that it maintains to this day. All members of the unit are volunteers and undergo a 14-day selection course, which is  arduous, to say the least, and has a failure rate of almost 90 per cent. Those that pass then go to a 13-week counter terrorist training course, held at a secret base located near Rio de Janeiro. The training undertaken is very similar to that of the US Delta Force and includes parachuting, heliborne insertion, fast roping, marksmanship and close-quarter combat. Teams within the counter terrorist detachment tend to be large because they will often be required to carry out long-range patrols deep within the Brazilian rainforest; in some cases, these patrols can be as large as 24 men.


      [image: image]


      Brazilian commandos parachute into the Piranha-infested waters of the Rio Negro located near the jungle warfare centre at Manaus.


      Although Brazil needed American assistance to set up its original parachute training school and special forces unit, it now operates independently of outside help; however, it does maintain an association with the US 1st SFOD-D, 7th Special Forces Group and Portuguese GOE. Within Brazil, the 1st Special Forces Battalion trains with other elite army units that have a counter terrorist capability. They also work closely with the federal and state police, as well as the Brazilian Navy’s GRUMEC unit.


      Weapons used include the HK MP5; M16A2; Remington M870; ENARM Pentagun; HK PSG 1; and Colt .45 pistol. In addition to firearms, the counter terrorist detachment also practises unarmed combat with knives and machetes.


      [image: image]


      Above: Brazilian commandos mount an assault on a fortified barracks during a training exercise at Brazil’s jungle warfare centre in Manaus.
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      Joint Task Force Two (JTF-2)

      [image: image]


      Canada remains secretive about its special forces unit, but it is known to have recently deployed in Kosovo and Afghanistan in co-operation with American and British special forces.


      Joint Task Force Two (JTF-2) was set up in April 1993 following the disbandment of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police’s (RCMP’s) Special Emergency Response Team (SERT). Reliable information about this unit is hard to verify, as the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) are reluctant to discuss its very existence. This is understandable as the greatest enemy of the CAF has not been terrorism, but rather the constant defence budget cuts by antimilitarist politicians. In response, CAF’s attitude has been that the less known about its armed forces, the  better – especially its special forces and their activities.


      JTF-2 is very secretive about its size, training, operational roles and even location. Its estimated operational strength is around 200 operators plus support personnel, making it selfsufficient. The role of JTF-2 seems to be one of reconnaissance and counter terrorism, as the RCMP and CSIS carry out all intelligence gathering both in Canada and overseas. JTF-2 works very closely with the British SAS and US Delta Force, having operated with both of them in Kosovo and Afghanistan. Although JTF-2 is still a relatively new unit compared to other more established Western special forces organizations, there is no doubting its dedication and professionalism. Many of its operators have come from disbanded units such as the once-proud Canadian Airborne Regiment.


      Weapons used include the Colt M4; M16A2; HK MP5; 40mm (1.57in) grenade launcher; and Browning 9mm (0.35in) HP pistol.
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      FSK-17
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      Switzerland’s special forces unit is actually part of the Swiss Air Force, having once been known as the Fallschirm-Grenadiers (Parachute Grenadiers). Members of FSK-17 operate in four-man teams similar to the British SAS.


      FSK-17 is Switzerland’s main special forces unit and is part of the Swiss Air Force, rather than the Swiss Army.


      Formed in the early 1970s and originally known as the Fallschirm-Grenadiers (Parachute Grenadiers) of the Swiss Air Force, the unit changed its name in 1980 to the Fernspah-Grenadiers and was given the role of long-range reconnaissance patrolling. It is generally known in Switzerland as FSK-17 and comprises some 100 personnel of various ranks, who are divided between three platoons, but operate in four-man teams. Members of FSK-17 are highly trained in military skills that include intelligence gathering; demolitions; close-quarter battle; survival skills; and parachuting – both static line and free fall. The unit has also pioneered its own Tactical Diamond insertion technique.


      Weapons used by FSK-17 include the HK MP5 submachine gun; the SIG-P228 pistol; and various knives and grenades.
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      1st Battalion Airborne Forces Unidad Anti-Terroristes (UAT)

      [image: image]


      Chile’s special forces were first trained by American instructors, and have since maintained close links with the US. The UAT are tasked with anti-terrorist duties.


      Chile’s involvement in special forces began in 1965 with the opening of the Parachute and Special Forces School at Peldehue. The facility had US instructors who helped to form Chile’s first special forces unit, the 1st Battalion Airborne Forces, raised on 2 April 1968 and operational two years later. Both a special forces unit and a paratroop battalion, it has a rigorous selection process. Those who pass can look forward to more training in other South American countries, as well as the United States. The unit played a major part in the 1973 overthrow of the Allende regime, then went on to fight communist insurgents operating in the Andes. The Chilean forces’ command structure is unusual in that one parachute battalion is under Air Force control, while the Boinas Negras Special Forces Commando Battalion is under command of the Army.


      Weapons used include the M16;HK MP5; Remington M870 shotgun; Colt .45; M203 grenade launcher; and the Corvo (a curved jungle knife).


      
        UNIDAD ANTI-TERRORISTES (UAT)


        Located near Tobalaba Airport in Santiago is Chile’s UAT, a unit primarily tasked with anti-terrorist and hostage rescue duties. Its 120 operators are subdivided into seven-man teams, all commanded by an officer. Potential recruits must undergo the Chilean Army’s Commando Course. Newly qualified operators move on to more advanced training, including close-quarter battle, marksmanship, unarmed combat and parachuting. Further training includes exercises with other South American special forces and specialized training in the United States.


        Weapons used include the M16; Colt .45; 40mm (1.57in) grenade launcher; and a variety of foreign submachine guns.

      

    


    
      CHN [image: image] CHINA


      6th Special Warfare Group 8th Special Warfare Group 12th Special Warfare SF Detachment

      [image: image]


      China’s army, man for man, is the largest in the world and subsequently has several special forces units. They remain secretive about their operations but are known to deploy regularly on reconnaissance and intelligence gathering missions across borders.


      China has the largest armed forces in the world, with some two million men and women serving with the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) alone. They also have at their disposal a large number of special forces who are organized into spearhead units for large-scale assaults prior to the arrival of conventional forces. These units are  known in China as the 6th Special Warfare Group and 8th Special Warfare Group, and, although they are not as experienced or refined as Western special forces units, China is learning fast the value of such units and their role in modern warfare.


      [image: image]


      Chinese special forces are seen here arresting illegal immigrants in the region near Shenzhen during a routine border patrol in March 2001.


      [image: image]


      Members of Chinese special forces rigorously practise unarmed combat until it becomes second nature. This style of fighting is an intrinsic facet of the Chinese special forces soldier’s arsenal.


      
        
          Operations
        


        
          Although China is very secretive about the role of its special forces and their operations over the past few decades, it is known that they have mounted a number of low-key operations in neighbouring countries for reconnaissance and intelligence-gathering purposes. Units of the Special Warfare Group were also tasked with guarding the US Orion spyplane that was forced to land in China following a collision with a Chinese fighter aircraft in 2001. This incident led to a serious political crisis, which at one stage threatened to lead to military action, as China refused to release the captured American aircrew. The crisis was eventually resolved peacefully following intense diplomatic negotiations that secured the release of both the aircraft and its crew.
        


        
          Chinese nationals have also been seen in Afghanistan, observing the operations of both British and American forces. When questioned about their presence in the region, the men stated that they were journalists reporting the war. However, it is generally believed that they were members of a Chinese special forces reconnaissance unit sent to gather intelligence on Western forces operating in the region because a small number of Chinese nationals were known to be fighting for the Al Qaeda/Taliban forces. Such an operation is no different to those carried out by both British and American special forces during the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in the 1980s.
        

      


      The first special forces were disaffected members of the Kuomintang Army who decided to remain on the Chinese mainland following the Nationalists’ defeat and departure to Taiwan. Having been parachutetrained by US forces, they quickly set about building up an impressive airborne capability, which amounted to three full divisions. First seeing action in Korea, this massive force then went on to oppose the Nationalist threat that prevailed during the 1960s, and their primary role was key point defence and the protection of the Communist Party elite, who greatly valued their services.


      Modern Chinese special forces perform a variety of operational missions, including counter terrorism, long-range reconnaissance, sabotage, hostage rescue, hit-and-run operations and deep penetration warfare. In addition, China also uses a large number of combat divers, who specialize in both inshore and offshore maritime warfare. It is also highly probable that China possesses a fleet of mini-submarines for covert insertion (as operated by North Korea against its southern neighbour) because China’s long-range airborne special forces capability is limited.


      Despite its essentially secretive attitude, China does procure services from many countries, and, during its bid for the 2008 Olympic Games, it sought advice from a number of Western governments on counter terrorist tactics, techniques and procedures for  future use by its 12th Special Warfare SF Detachment.


      China also procures military hardware from many countries; however, it is typically reluctant to discuss exactly what equipment is purchased for its special forces. Weapons used are known to include licensed copies of the Kalashnikov AK-47, AK-74 and AKS-74; and Dragunov SVD. In addition, China has also illegally copied modern Western weapons, although their build quality is questionable.


      [image: image]


      Chinese officers discuss security concerns at a border checkpoint located near Shenzhen.
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      Lanceros Agrupacion de Fuerzas Especiales Urbanas (AFEU)
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      Colombia’s violent history led to the formation of her special forces arm, the Lanceros. Much of their operations, and those of the counter terrorism unit AFEU, involve combating the country’s drug cartels and insurgent factions.


      Colombia’s special forces unit, the Lanceros was formed in December 1955 during the civil war known as ‘La Violencia’. The initial cadre for this unit was made up of officers from the Colombian Army who volunteered for special forces training. These men were then sent to the US Army’s Ranger School for training in mobile warfare and counterinsurgency operations.


      Having completed the training course, the officers set up an elite force of paratroopers who had the job of finding and eliminating the guerilla fighters that were terrorizing the country. This was a difficult task as Colombia’s terrain is vast and varied, and has many natural obstacles, such as mountains and jungles, to hinder progress. The Lanceros quickly became adept at fighting in the jungle against the guerillas, but could never defeat them – there was just too many. There are essentially three main groups active in Colombia: the EPL, EPN and FARC. These groups have a combined strength of almost 5500 guerillas plus some 15,000 supporters.


      The Lanceros’ biggest problem is narcotics traffickers. Not only are they well equipped with modern weapons, but they are also seen by many poverty-stricken Colombians as good employers. This makes it hard for the Lanceros to acquire intelligence on the guerillas operating within areas controlled by the drug cartels. The locals are also well aware of what happens to anyone who opposes the drug barons. Fortunately for the Lanceros, help is at hand from the British SAS and US special forces, who provide both training and equipment. They also mount combined operations against the drug cartels. As much of their product ends up in the United Kingdom or the United States, it is not just the Colombian Government that wants to stop the drug trade.


      All volunteers for the Lanceros are sent to the Escuela de Lanceros school for a 10-week course that involves marksmanship, martial arts, forced marches and training in airborne operations. Candidates are also trained to operate in mountain environments and attend a three-week jungle course. Although their prime mission is counterinsurgency, the Lanceros also carry out intelligence-gathering operations  against the drug cartels and searchand-destroy missions on the well-camouflaged cocaine plantations scattered around Colombia. Weapons used include the M16A2 with 40mm (1.57in) M203 grenade launcher; M249 Minimi SAW; HK MP5; Glock 17; Remington M870 shotgun; and Colt Commando.


      
        AGRUPACION DE FUERZAS ESPECIALES URBANAS (AFEU)


        The Agrupacion de Fuerzas Especiales Urbanas (AFEU) was formed on 8 April 1985, following a major terrorist attack on Bogota’s Palace of Justice in November 1985. Bogota’s main criminal court was seized and more than 500 hostages taken by 30 heavily armed members of M-19, the 19 April Movement. Within this group were members of the Council of State and Supreme Court as well as ordinary Colombian citizens. Without any warning, elements of the Colombian Army assaulted the palace and fought a fierce gun battle with the terrorists, killing almost 20 in the process. However, there was a high price to pay for this rescue operation: more than 50 hostages were killed (11 of them were members of the Colombian Supreme Court), as well as 11 regular soldiers. In response, AFEU was formed as a specialist unit and tasked with hostage rescue and VIP protection.


        [image: image]


        Above: A US-trained Lancero crouches in an illegal plantation of coca leaves during an anti-drug operation in southern Narino.


        The AFEU is a small unit with around 100 operators who are drawn from various elements of the armed forces and police. The unit is organized into six 15-man squads, with each squad consisting of two officers and 13 operators who are all under the direct command of the Commandante de las Fuerzas Armadas.


        The selection process for the AFEU lasts for seven days, and those that are accepted for operator training move to Facatativa, near Bogota. Here they train in sniping, EOD, fast roping, heliborne operations and fast driving, and they also learn hostage rescue from aircraft, ships, buildings, buses and trains. Weapons used include the HK MP5 submachine gun; M16 A2 assault rifle; M60 light machine gun; Beretta 92F pistol; and Browning HP pistol.


        [image: image]


        Colombian special forces search a group of men in Barrancabermeja, a town located in Colombia’s oil-producing region northeast of Bogota.
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      Comando de Missiones Especiales (CME)
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      The Cuban special forces unit, CME, was first trained by the former Soviet Union’s elite Spetsnaz unit. It maintains links with subversive groups around the world and operatives are known to train with their counterparts in Vietnam.


      Cuba’s CME is tasked with performing special operations both in Cuba and overseas. Its members are well trained and highly motivated operators who owe much to their former Soviet Spetsnaz instructors. CME operates under the control of the Ministry of Interior department and has many links with subversive groups around the world.


      During the invasion of Grenada in 1983, US armed forces met resistance that was well coordinated and highly effective, and the suspicion is that the CME played a role in supporting the regular Cuban forces on the island. Cuba has since tried to improve its political relationship with the United States, but deep distrust remains. Following the terrorist attacks on the United States on 11 September 2001, and the subsequent US operations in Afghanistan, Al Qaeda/Taliban forces captured in Afghanistan have been sent to US-run detention camps at Guantanamo Bay, which is in CME’s backyard.


      Weapons used include the AK-47; the M16; the Colt Commando; and the AK-74.
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      Kommando Spezialkrafte (KSK) Grenzschutzgruppe 9 (GSG-9)

      [image: image]


      Germany’s KSK was recently formed to safeguard the country’s national interests. Formed to operate in much the same global role as the more established and renowned GSG-9 counterpart, it could very well supplant the latter’s overseas operations.


      Based at Calw in Baden-Württemberg in south-west Germany, the Kommando Spezialkrafte (KSK) was formed in 1995 primarily to protect or rescue German nationals at risk in overseas conflicts. Over the years the unit has expanded and now comprises more than 1000 fully trained operators. The impetus for forming the KSK dates back to 1994, when Germany found that it had no suitably trained force to rescue 11 of its nationals who were trapped during the Rwandan civil war. Fortunately for the Germans, help was at hand in the shape of Belgian and French paratroopers, who rescued the 11.


      [image: image]


      A KSK soldier stands guard in a destroyed house during a one-day official visit to Kabul by German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder on 9 May 2002.


      However, the German government was highly embarrassed by this incident and appointed a senior Army brigadier to oversee the formation and development of a new special forces unit, with an operational capability similar to that of Britain’s SAS or the United States’ Delta Force. The brigadier recognized that his force would have to be capable of rapid deployment anywhere in the world at a moment’s notice and that it would have to be capable of operating in any  terrain, whether arctic, desert or jungle. He also understood that forming such a unit from scratch would be no easy task, and, where possible, he used existing soldiers who were mature and experienced individuals.


      Even though KSK is trained for hostage-rescue operations, it is a military unit, to be used in military operations, and not another counter terrorist force, such as GSG-9. GSG-9 is an excellent unit, but because it is a Federal Border Guards unit it is restricted by law from operating overseas on military missions. (That said, it did break this law in 1977 when it carried out a spectacular rescue mission in Mogadishu, Somalia.) This legal restriction also applies to other elite German police units, including the SEKs (SWAT-type units).


      KSK was initially formed from soldiers of the Army’s two Long Range Scout Companies, which were part of the three West German air-borne brigades commando companies dating from the Cold War. The unit now comprises an HQ, four commando companies, a long-range reconnaissance company, a communications company and a logistics company. Each fighting company has four platoons, one of which specializes in hostage rescue, both within Germany and overseas. In addition, platoons also specialize in different areas, including airborne operations, amphibious operations, ground infiltration, and arctic or mountainous warfare.
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      Above: KSK operators practise hostage-rescue drills during manoeuvre Schneller Adler (Fast Eagle), held in Baumholder near Kaiserslautern on 11 September 1997. While not fully up to operational strength, some 10,000 regular soldiers of the German Army have received some degree of special forces training so that they can support the KSK on operations if the need arises. Note the operator in the middle of the group carrying an armoured shield for protection against small-calibre rounds.


      As with many other special forces units, the KSK operates on the triedand-tested principle of four-man teams, with the long-range reconnaissance company operating as many as 40 four-man teams at any given time, each capable of operating independently of each other. Should an emergency develop overseas involving German nationals or interests, KSK would deploy and operate under the  control of the German Crisis Section and would be responsible for conducting missions such as deep penetration raids; strategic reconnaissance; hostage rescue; counter terrorist operations; peacekeeping; the rescue and recovery of downed pilots; military crisis deterrence operations; and the defence of German or NATO territory. KSK has the means of attacking high-value targets, including enemy airfields, HQs and lines of communication, but its main operational priority is that of protecting German citizens in war or conflict zones and hostage rescue.


      The KSK has more than enough trained operators to undertake lowlevel operations. This they demonstrated in 1999, when a detachment from the KSK deployed to Kosovo as a close-protection detail for high-ranking German officials. In 2001, a small force was deployed to Afghanistan following the abduction of German nationals by the Taliban. However, they were released unharmed after intense diplomatic pressure was brought to bear on the Taliban rulers. The KSK is also known to have provided protection for German government officials taking part in the G8 summits, where the VIPs attending are possible terrorist targets.
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      A GSG-9 sniper marks a potential target during a training exercise.


      The KSK is currently organized as follows:


      
        HQ and Signal Company – HQ Platoon, three Signal Platoons, Long Range Recon Signal Platoon (all operators being trained in SATCOM, HF, and LOS communication).


        Commando/Long-Range Recon Company – HQ element, Long Range Recon Commando Platoon, Long Range Recon Platoon.

      


      Each Commando Company consists of an HQ Platoon and four Commando Platoons, each specializing in different operational areas: land infiltration; air infiltration (HALO-capable); amphibious operations; mountainous and arctic climate operations. Each platoon consists of four teams of four men. One man acts as team leader, and each of the four men specialize in one of the following areas: communications, medical, explosives, or operations  and intelligence. One of the four platoons is trained in conducting hostage rescue and counter terrorist operations, with some operators trained in high-speed defensive and offensive driving. In addition, the Support Company includes a Logistics Platoon, Parachute Equipment Platoon, Maintenance and Repair Platoon, Medical Platoon and Training Platoon.
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      KSK operators practise a hostage rescue drill at the unit’s base in Baumholder on 11 September 1997.


      
        
          Mogadishu, Somalia
        


        
          For GSG-9, the operation in Mogadishu, Somalia, was its finest hour. On 18 October 1977, the unit stormed a Lufthansa airliner at Mogadishu airport, killing three Palestinian terrorists and wounding one more without any losses to their own operators or the hostages on board. The operation had been well planned and executed, and it took the terrorists by surprise. In part, this success was down to the British SAS, who provided two highly trained operators equipped with stun grenades and various assault weapons. Indeed, it was an SAS operator who shot and wounded a female terrorist during the assault. The success of this operation subsequently led to a very close relationship being formed with the British SAS, a relationship that remains strong to this day.
        

      


      Weapons and equipment used by the KSK include HK G36 assault rifles; HK MP5 SD3 9mm (0.35in) submachine guns; HK G8 assault rifles; HK512 12-gauge shotguns; G22 sniper rifles; P8 9mm (0.35in) pistols; HK PII underwater pistols; HK21 light machine gun; HK23 light machine guns; MG3 general-purpose machine guns; and Milan and Panzerfaust 3 anti-tank weapons. Operators also have access to night-vision sights, tactical lights and laser-aiming devices.


      Vehicles used include Mercedes Benz G Wagons, unmarked cars and Unimog two-ton trucks. Operators also practise insertion and extraction techniques using German Luftwaffe Bell 212s and Sikorsky CH-53s.

    


    
      GRENZSCHUTZGRUPPE 9 (GSG-9)


      GSG-9 was formed as a response to the terrorist incident at the Munich Olympics in 1972. Arab ‘Black September’ terrorists broke into the Olympic village, taking a number of Israeli athletes hostage and killing others. A police rescue attempt went tragically wrong and left nine hostages, four terrorists and a policeman dead. The loss of so many lives was put down to the fact that the German police were not prepared for dealing with hostage rescue situations, and this prompted the creation of a dedicated counter terrorist force. Formed on 17 April 1973, GSG-9 is a paramilitary arm of the German police force and is organized as follows:


      
        Commander GSG-9 Operations staff

      


      External Advisers and Technical Support Staff (including medical personnel)


      GSG-9/1 – counter terrorist assault group


      GSG-9/2 – responsible for maritime anti-terrorist operations


      GSG-9/3 – airborne unit para-trained in HALO and free-fall parachuting


      GSG-9/4 – reserve counter terrorist assault group


      [image: image]


      A GSG-9 operative clad in classic urban-combat gear, with para-style helmet and airborne harness for fast-roping helicopter deployment.


      At its peak, GSG-9 had an operational strength of almost 250 operators, but this figure has now been reduced to some 200 regular personnel because Germany now has the additional resources of the KSK and local police SEKs (SWAT teams). The formation of these new units has put the future of GSG-9 in doubt, for some Germans take the view that GSG-9 is now redundant, arguing that the KSK can handle hostage rescue and counter terrorist operations both in Germany  and overseas – and has the legal mandate to do so. This presents GSG-9 with a problem, as it is legally forbidden from deploying overseas on counter terrorist operations (although this injunction has been ignored on a number of occasions, as witnessed in Mogadishu, for instance).
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      Above: The emblem of GSG-9.


      Members of the unit are all volunteers, either from the army or border police, and undergo six months of arduous training before being declared operational. In addition to the physical training, operators are expected to have a good knowledge of both police and legal matters, and great emphasis is placed on further academic studies. The failure rate among candidates is very high: only 20 per cent of each intake is accepted. These demanding standards have made GSG-9 an outstanding modern counter terrorist force, and although its future path is uncertain, it has many friends around the world who greatly admire and respect their capabilities.


      Weapons used by GSG-9 include the HK MP5; SIG SG 551–1P special operations assault rifle; HK G8 assault rifle and HK PSG-1; and Mauser SP86 and SP66 sniper rifles. Pistols used include the Ruger .357 magnum revolver; 9mm (0.35in) Glock 17; HK P7, P9 and P9S; and Walther P5 and P88 models.


      GSG-9 also operates a large fleet of both marked and unmarked vehicles for its needs, including the Mercedes 280, which have special modifications that allow operators to fire through the windscreen while the car is on the move. In addition to small boats, GSG-9 even has its own aviation group, the Bundesgrenzschutz-Fliegergruppe, which has some of Germany’s best pilots within its ranks. This operates a mix of aircraft and helicopters.
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      Jaegerkorpset
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      Denmark maintains a small but elite ranger force, the Jaegerkorpset, who are also tasked with counter terrorist duties. They maintain good working relationships with the US Army Rangers and the British SAS.


      Based at Aalborg Air Base in Northern Jutland is Denmark’s Jaegerkorpset (Ranger Corp LRRP), an elite unit that is responsible for most of Denmark’s counter terrorist capability and has gained a reputation for being highly skilful and capable, despite the unit’s small size. The Jaegerkorpset’s operational strength is estimated at around 100 men plus support personnel, and it is effectively an elite ranger force. It has strong links with both British and American special forces. Indeed, the unit was first established in 1961 after a number of Danish Army officers had passed the US Army’s Ranger training course and then completed an operational attachment with the British SAS.


      Candidates for the Jaegerkorpset have to undergo an eight-week patrol course. Successful completion leads to a period of further advanced training that includes parachuting, diving and airborne sniping from moving helicopters. As Denmark has no large support helicopters of its own, it is not  uncommon to see British helicopters flying over Denmark on training exercises with the Jaegerkorpset, as both countries’ special forces have a good working relationship.


      [image: image]


      In addition to all types of parachuting, Danish special forces are highly trained in fastroping into any area behind enemy lines.


      At present, the Jaegerkorpset is shifting its operational emphasis from commando-type missions to more special forces-orientated missions, such as covert reconnaissance, deep strike, hit-and-run, CSAR, precision targeting and counter terrorism.


      In its counter terrorism role, the Jaegerkorpset works very closely with Denmark’s National Police AKS (Aktions-styrken meaning Action Force) SWAT unit – a force that is both well-trained and equipped to provide secondary perimeter security during a Jaegerkorpset operation. In this particular role, the Jaegerkorpset makes good use of its small but highly-manoeuvrable Cayuse helicopters, flying them around urban areas at low level as if they were high-performance sports cars.


      Weapons used by the Jaegerkorpset include the HK MP5; HK PSG-1 7.62 sniper rifle; HK G41; HK 13E; and Remington M870 shotgun.
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      Algerian Airborne Commando Division
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      Since independence in 1962 Algeria has had a long struggle to keep its terrorist factions in check. Little is known of its airborne special forces unit apart from its dedicated role to counter the numerous attacks and bombings of government forces.


      France granted Algeria its independence in July 1962, but since then the country has struggled to keep terrorist factions in check.


      Numerous attacks on government forces in recent years prompted the formation of a dedicated counter terrorist unit. Although little is known of its strength or capabilities, the unit is part of a new airborne special forces division within the army. After independence, Algeria turned to the Soviet Union for its training and equipment, and much of its operational doctrine is Russian-based. The Algerian special forces deployed a battalion to Egypt for raids across the Suez Canal against the IDF during the War of Attrition.
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      Task Force 777
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      The early years of Task Force 777 were far from illustrious, as two disastrous and much publicised operations did much to damage their reputation. Training with the US Delta Force and Navy SEALs, they have since learned from mistakes and taken their place among the world’s elite units.


      Based near Cairo, Task Force 777 was formed in 1977 following a number of terrorist incidents. The initial force consisted of three officers, four NCOs and 40 operators who had little experience of counter terrorist operations, having fought against conventional military forces only.


      Egypt’s terrorist troubles began in 1972, when President Anwar El Sadat, wishing to make peace with Israel and the West, ordered the expulsion of 30,000 Soviet advisers. This decision caused outrage among Arab terrorist groups, who now regarded Egypt as an enemy and vowed to attack its people.


      Two Arab terrorist groups gave Egypt particular reason to be cautious – the Abu Nidal Faction and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). In 1978, Task Force 777 was dispatched to Cyprus after the hijacking by the PFLP of a Cyprus Air passenger aircraft en route from Cairo to Nicosia. With only an hour to prepare for such an operation, nobody thought to notify the Cypriot authorities of TF 777’s imminent arrival. As the operators of TF 777 made their way across the tarmac towards the hijacked aircraft, local police units mistook them for terrorist reinforcements and opened fire. The ensuing firefight lasted for almost 80 minutes and cost the lives of 15 TF 777 operators and several Cypriots.


      [image: image]


      Egyptian special forces show off their free-fall skills in the Eastern Desert during a ceremony to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the October War, fought against Israel in 1973.


      As bad as this incident was for TF 777, worse was to come. The second disastrous operation for TF 777 occurred when Palestinian Abu Nidal terrorists hijacked Egyptair Flight 648 at Athens Airport and ordered the aircrew to fly to Luqa Airport in Malta. The aircraft was hijacked in revenge for Egypt’s failure to protect terrorists who had seized the cruise liner Achille Lauro. Ironically, the aircraft hijacked was the very one used to transport the Achille Lauro terrorists in the first place.


      This time around, Egypt made sure that the Maltese government was aware of TF 777’s involvement and that the unit was on its way in a C-130. However, upon arrival at Luqa, TF 777 made a number of fatal mistakes, and again these were to prove catastrophic. First, they failed to carry out any surveillance on the aircraft prior to assaulting it. Secondly, they failed to interview any of the hostages who had survived an attempted execution by the terrorists. Thirdly, they failed to study blueprints of the hijacked Boeing 737 aircraft. And fourthly, they did not intend to use stun grenades to disorientate the terrorists during the initial assault phase; instead, their plan was to use a higher charge than normal to blow a hole in the aircraft’s roof, the theory being that this would create an entry hole for the operators and at the same time stun the terrorists.


      The reality, however, was completely different. When the explosives were detonated, the force of the blast was so powerful that it blew six rows of seats out of their mountings, killing 20 passengers in the process. As if this were not enough, the operators fired indiscriminately when they stormed the aircraft, killing several more passengers and injuring a number of others. To escape this carnage, the remaining passengers ran out of the aircraft and were cut down by snipers positioned on nearby emergency vehicles who mistook them for terrorists. In all, some 57 hostages were killed, making it one of the worst special forces’ blunders ever. Needless to say, TF 777 was temporarily disbanded after this incident, pending an inquiry, although it was allowed to reform after a major change in its ranks and organization.


      For understandable reasons, the new TF 777 likes to maintain a low profile and operates within Egypt as a counter terrorist unit. In recent years, it has been involved in Egypt’s civil war against the ‘Brotherhood’ and has lost a number of operators. TF 777 now trains with a number of Western units, including the US Delta Force and SEALS, and France’s GIGN.


      The equipment used by TF 777 includes Mil-8 and Westland commando helicopters; unmarked vehicles for internal police support; and a small number of boats.


      Weapons used by TF 777 include the HK MP5; M16 A2; Remington M870; and AK-47.
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      Egyptian commandos storm a beach during Exercise Bright Star (October
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      Tercio de Extranjeros (The Spanish Legion)
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      Ardent admirers of the French Foreign Legion, Spain formed its own equivalent in 1920, with the key difference being that the majority of its members are Spanish. The unit fought under General Franco in the Spanish Civil War and afterwards saw action in Morocco against insurgents.


      The Spanish Legion, or Tercio de Extranjeros (Regiment of Foreigners), was formed in 1920 to suppress dissidents in the protectorate of Spanish Morocco, where the Spanish conscript army of the day was struggling to keep control. The Spanish were great admirers of the French Foreign Legion and decided to form an equivalent unit of their own, but with some key differences. The French Foreign Legion consists mainly of foreigners, while the Spanish Legion is almost 90 per cent Spanish.


      During the Spanish Civil War, General Franco’s Nationalist forces had 18 Legion battalions available to act as a spearhead force. After the war ended, the Legion was reduced in size to six battalions, which were posted back to Morocco to continue operations against local insurgents.


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    








    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


OEBPS/Images/usa.jpg





OEBPS/Images/japan.jpg





OEBPS/Images/poland.jpg





OEBPS/Images/pakistan.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_023_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_014_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_013_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/argentina.jpg





OEBPS/Images/estonia.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_021_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/russia.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_021_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/sweden.jpg





OEBPS/Images/uk.jpg





OEBPS/Images/jordan.jpg





OEBPS/Images/thailand.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_022_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/france.jpg





OEBPS/Images/philippines.jpg





OEBPS/Images/belgium.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_013_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cuba.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_020_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/iran.jpg





OEBPS/Images/switzerland.jpg





OEBPS/Images/iraq.jpg





OEBPS/Images/netherlands.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_016_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/australia.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_003_001.jpg
THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE

WORLD’S
SPECIAL
FORGES

TACTICS * HISTORY
STRATEGY * WEAPONS
FOREWORD BY
MAJOR MIKE MCKINNEY, USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS

MIKE RYAN, CHRIS MANN AND ALEXANDER STILWELL





OEBPS/Images/index_029_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/indonesia.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 







OEBPS/Images/taiwan.jpg





OEBPS/Images/canada.jpg





OEBPS/Images/newzealand.jpg





OEBPS/Images/turkey.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_028_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/austria.jpg





OEBPS/Images/morocco.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chile.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_015_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_028_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_019_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/spain.jpg





OEBPS/Images/algeria.jpg





OEBPS/Images/brazil.jpg





OEBPS/Images/southafrica.jpg





OEBPS/Images/germany.jpg





OEBPS/Images/portugal.jpg





OEBPS/Images/india.jpg





OEBPS/Images/malaysia.jpg





OEBPS/Images/peru.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_026_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_018_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/denmark.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_026_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/greece.jpg





OEBPS/Images/lebanon.jpg





OEBPS/Images/koreanorth.jpg





OEBPS/Images/colombia.jpg





OEBPS/Images/italy.jpg





OEBPS/Images/finland.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_025_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/saudiarabia.jpg





OEBPS/Images/egypt.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_008_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/syria.jpg





OEBPS/Images/koreasouth.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_012_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_012_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/libya.jpg





OEBPS/Images/singapore.jpg





OEBPS/Images/mexico.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_024_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/china.jpg





OEBPS/Images/hr_line.png





OEBPS/Images/israel.jpg





OEBPS/Images/norway.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_011_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_011_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_011_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/index_024_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/EncyWorldsSpecForces-Cover.jpg
A7 g
& SPECIAL
41 FORCES

TACTICS * HISTORY
STRATEGY * WEAPONS

oy
:“ & (.13
,.Iz" R
|

KINNEY, USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS
MIKE RYAN, CHRIS MANN AND ALEXANDER STILWELL





OEBPS/Images/ireland.jpg





