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INTRODUCTION

Eileen Hammond

Gil Brewer, an influential figure in the realm of crime noir fiction, crafted gripping narratives that delved into the darker facets of human nature. Born January 20, 1922 in Canandaigua, New York, Brewer’s early life was marred by the Great Depression, an experience that imbued his works with gritty realism. After serving in World War II, Brewer turned his attention to writing, eventually establishing himself as a prolific contributor to the thriving pulp fiction market of the 1950s.

Brewer’s works are characterized by their exploration of themes such as desperation, betrayal, and moral ambiguity. His characters often find themselves ensnared in situations that spiral out of control, reflecting the socio-economic tensions of post-war America. Notable for their atmospheric settings and psychological depth, Brewer’s stories are filled with suspense and unexpected twists.

Brewer’s novels, such as 13 French Street, The Vengeful Virgin, and A Killer is Loose, are celebrated for their fast-paced narratives and evocative descriptions. His stories often unfold in the sultry backdrop of Florida, where he spent much of his life.
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