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Prologue


   .


   Whitehead (1861-1947) is a philosopher from England. He asserts that reason is an impulse toward empty concreteness. That impulse is not empty. It is a fundamental force that can give birth to something. This impulse of mind is appetition, which is an inherent agent of transcendental goals. Therefore, empty concreteness is embodied as material enjoyment. Whitehead's reason cannot exist without appetition. Jeong Yi-cheon of the Northern Song Dynasty, who developed Neo-Confucianism, also believed that the main body cannot be separated from the phenomenon. Whitehead advocates Plato, stating that all of Western philosophy is just a footnote to Plato's philosophy.  However, he overcomes Plato by creating his own organic philosophy. Nietzsche, Marx, and Freud are also critics of the Platonic system. Plato's original sin is his ideology that isolates humans from the world and alienates them for 2000 years. Idea corresponds to all phenomena in a monolithic and organic manner. Whitehead can be seen as a Copernican Übermensch. ‘The Function of Reason’ is a lecture given at Princeton University in 1929. This book provides an easy and condensed summary of a long and difficult text.  
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   'Sirius' is the brightest star in the night sky. Its name is derived from the Greek word "Seirios," meaning 'glowing' or 'scorching.' Imagining Sirius rising just before sunrise, I embark on the classic and humanities-inspired 'Nomad' journey. With the aim of introducing the essence of Oriental culture to the West, I am planning to publish a series of 333 eBooks, an English Oriental Humanities Glossary, and an aesthetically pleasing English Fantasy novel.
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  1. The business of philosophers. 

[image: 1-1n]Translated with a commentary by NomadSirius.



(1) Ease into the original text. 






   The topic here considered is one of the oldest topics for philosophical discussion.


  What is the function of Reason amid the welter of our mental experiences, amid our intuitions, our emotions, our purposes, our decisions of emphasis?


  In order to answer such a question we have to consider the nature of Reason, its essence. 
 

  Of course this is a hackneyed theme.


  Its discussion stretches back to the very beginnings of philosophic thought. 


  But it is the business of philosophers to discuss such fundamental topics, and to set them on the stage illuminated by our modern ways of thinking.



 (2) What I have read is like this.





   The task of philosophers is to reassess the old concepts of philosophy with a fresh perspective on the universe.



  2. The pairs of concepts of the argument of reason. 

[image: 1-1n]Translated with a summary by NomadSirius.



(1)  Ease into the original text. 






   Various phrases suggest themselves, which recall the special controversies depending upon the determination of the true function of Reason. 



  Faith and Reason: Reason and Authority: Reason and Intuition: Criticism and Imagination: Reason, Agency, Purpose: Scientific Methodology: 


  Philosophy and the Science: Rationalism, Scepticism. Dogmatism: Reason and Empiricism: Pragmatism.



  Each of theses phrases suggests the scope of Reason, and the limitation of that scope. 


  Also the variety of topics included in them shows that we shall not exhaust our subject by the help of neat little verbal phrase.



  
 (2) What I have read is like this.




   The true function of reason cannot be explained by the discourse of the pairs of concepts of the argument of reason.    



  3. The fallacy of evolutionists.
 

[image: 1-1n]Translated with a summary by NomadSirius.



(1)  Ease into the original text. 






   Yet in despite of this warning to avoid a mere phrase, I will start with a preliminary definition of the function of Reason, 



  a definition to be illustrated, distorted, and enlarged, as this discussion proceeds.
 


  The function of Reason is to promote the art of life.


  In the interpretation of this definition, I must at once join issue with the evolutionist fallacy suggested by the prase ‘the survival of the fittest.’


  The fallacy does not consist in believing that in the struggle for existence the fittest to survive eliminate the less fit. 


  The fact is obvious and stared us in the face.


  The fallacy is the belief that fitness for survival is identical with the best exemplication of the Art of Life.




 (2) What I have read is like this.





   The claim made by evolutionary theorists that the fittest survivors eliminate the less fit is evident. 


  However, evolutionary theorists fail to provide concrete evidence for how the fittest survive in the struggle for existence. 


  Whitehead presents the function of reason as improving the techniques of life with clear justification.




  4. The survival of deficient organisms.   

[image: 1-1n]Translated with a summary by NomadSirius.



(1) Ease into the original text. 






   In fact life itself is comparatively deficient in survival value.

 

  The art of persistence is to be dead.



  Only inorganic things persist for great lengths of time.


  A rock survives for eight hundred million years; 


  wheres the limit for a tree is about a thousand years, for a man or an elephant about fifty or one hundred years,


  for a dog about twelve years, for an insect about one year.


  The problem set by the doctrine of evolution is to explain how complex organisms with such deficient survival power ever evolved.
 

  They certainly did not appear because they were better at that game than the rocks around them.
 

  It may be possible to explain “the origin of species” by the doctrine of the struggle for existence among such organisms. 


  But certanly this struggle throws no light whatever upon the emergence of such a general type of complex organism, with faint survival power.


  This problem is not to be solved by any dogma, which is the product of mere abstract thought elaborating its notions of the fitness of things.
 

 The solution requires that thought pay full attention to the empirical evidence, and to the whole of that evidence.





 (2) What I have read is like this.





   The survival of flawed organisms cannot be explained solely by the suitability of their characteristics. 


 It requires empirical evidence and the context of that evidence.



  5. How to see different species of living things. 

[image: 1-1n]Translated with a summary by NomadSirius.



(1) Ease into the original text. 






   The range of species of living things is very large.


  It stretches from mankind throughout all the vertebrates, and the insects, and the barely organized animals which seem like societies of cells, 


  and throughout the varieties of vegetable life, and down to the minutest microscopic forms of life.


  At the lower end of the scale, it is hazardous to draw any sharp ditinction between living things and inorganic matter.


  There are two ways of surveying this range of species.


  One way abstracts from time, and considers the variety of species as illustrating various levels of life.


  The other way emphasizes time, by considering the genetic relations of the species one to another.



 
 (2) What I have read is like this.





   The diversity of species cannot be explained without considering time.  


  From the perspective of evolutionary biology over time, it examines the genetic relationships between species and within species.




  6. The limitation of evolution. 

[image: 1-1n]Translated with a summary by NomadSirius.



(1) Ease into the original text. 






  The latter way embraces the doctrine of evolution, and interprets the vanishing of species and of sporadically variant individuals, as being due to maladjustment to the environment.
 

  This explanation has its measure of truth; it is one of the great generalizations of science.
 

  But enthusiasts have so strained its interpretation as to make it explain nothing, by reason of the fact that it explains everything.


  We hardly ever know the definite character of the struggle which occasioned the disappearance.


  The phrase is like the liturgical refrain of a litany, chanted over the fossils of vanished species.


  If the mere fact of dying out be sufficient proof of maladjustment to the environment, the explanation is reduced to a tautology.


  The importance of the doctrine of the struggle for existence depends on the assumption that living beings reproduce themselves in sufficient numbers of healthy offspring, 
 

  and that adaptation to the environment is therefore the only decisive factor.
  

  This double assumption of prolificness and of healthiness is obviously not always true in particular instances.
 

  There are limitations to the doctrine of Malthus.



 (2) What I have read is like this.





   One limitation of evolution is the hypothesis that a sufficient number of healthy offspring reproduce on their own. 


  The perception that extinction is sufficient evidence of failure to adapt to the environment is also not scientific.
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