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   It’s hard not to love dolphins! But how much do you really know about your favorite marine animal?

   

   In this book, you will learn over 100 amazing new things about dolphins — from pink Amazon River dolphins to killer whales and Bottlenose dolphins. You’ll be a dolphin expert in no time.

   

   Are you ready? Let’s go!

   

   

   


   

  

 
  
   Dolphin Species

   

   Dolphins come in all shapes and sizes. In fact, there are over 40 different species. 

   

   There are four living families of dolphins in which these different species live: 

   ● Delphinidae (oceanic dolphins), 

   ● Platanistidae (Indian river dolphins), 

   ● Iniidae ( New World river dolphins), and 

   ● Pontoporiidae (La Plata dolphin). 

   

   Let’s take a closer look at the differences between them.
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   Oceanic Dolphins (Delphinidae)

   

   Oceanic dolphins are a diverse group of dolphins that live in open oceans and deep seas. They are highly social animals and often travel in groups, known as pods. Some common species of oceanic dolphins include the short-finned pilot whale, the spinner dolphin, bottlenose dolphins, and the common dolphin. 
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   Four orcas seen in California.

   

   

   Oceanic dolphins vary greatly in size. The smallest dolphin in this family is the Maui's dolphin, measuring 1.7 m (5 ft 7 in) in length and weighing 50 kg (110 lbs). The largest known dolphin, the orca, which can grow up to 9.4 m (31 ft) and weigh as much as 10 metric tons (11 short tons), also belongs to the oceanic dolphin family.

   

   These species have a streamlined body shape, allowing them to swim at high speeds and easily maneuver through the water. They are also excellent divers and can hold their breath for several minutes at a time.
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   Spinner dolphins seen in Hawaii.

   

   

   Although oceanic dolphins can be found across most of the world, most species prefer to live in warmer waters around the tropics. However, some, like the right whale dolphin, prefer colder climates. 

   

   Oceanic dolphins are known for their intelligence and playful behavior, which often includes jumping and breaching the surface of the water. They use a variety of vocalizations, body language, and echolocation to communicate with each other and navigate their environment. They are also opportunistic feeders, feeding on a wide range of prey including fish, squid, and crustaceans.
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