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Our Adventure So Far


A lot has happened to my family recently. Our house was struck by lightning, and now my pet fish can speak. His name is Teensie and I take him practically everywhere, in a travel tank I designed.    
Teensie told Dad and I about a treasure off the coast of Nova Scotia. We learned how to scuba dive, braved the cold water and the sharks, and had the adventure of a lifetime.
At least, I thought it was an adventure of a lifetime.
Shortly after, I found myself in charge of the house for a day while Dad recovered from the flu. I almost burned the house down making eggs and had a tad of a run-in with the police who thought I was shoplifting (I wasn’t!). Teensie was right there at my side that day too.
Then, Dad and I decided to take a break and head out to Vancouver Island for some R&R (rest and relaxation), but we did nothing of the sort. On the ferry ride over, we overheard a diabolical plan to murder some whales and had to get tangled up with the wildlife officers in the region to protect them.
With Teensie in our lives, things have become a lot more interesting!
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1
The Vaccine


Two things bothered Melinda about fall. Well, three things, actually.   
One. School started again. A new year meant a new teacher and a new mix of classmates.
Two. The weather started to get colder, which meant she was about to lose all the freedom she’d gained over the summer with her bicycle.
And three. Flu shot season had arrived.
Like clockwork, every year summer ended, the weather changed, and Melinda’s father dragged her to the clinic to get her annual vaccine. 
Melinda hated it.
Hated the needle more than the stinky diesel of the school bus. 
Hated it more than the ear-piercing squeals of joy as her classmates recounted their amazing summertime adventures.
In fact, Melinda was pretty positive she hated needles more than anything she could think of. And she had a very active imagination. She figured she could think of pretty much anything. 
“You really stopped a group of poachers?” asked her best friend, Maria. 
Melinda stomped on some crunchy leaves as she stepped off the bus and turned to her friend. “Yeah. They were going to kill the whale and sell the body parts on the black market,” she said.
“Ewwww,” said Maria. “Why would people buy whale body parts?”
“Dad says some people use them as medicine, but it’s not the type of medicine that works,” said Melinda.
Maria frowned. “Did your dad give you the talk yet?”
“About the flu shot?” asked Melinda. 
Maria nodded. “My parents sat me down this morning and told me it would be happening sometime this week. Apparently, since I’m a year older, they expect me to cooperate and ‘do my part,’ whatever that means.”
Melinda shook her head. “He hasn’t mentioned it. Not yet. But I don’t doubt it’s coming. Every year it’s the same thing. ‘Melinda, we need to get the vaccine to protect the people around us,’” she mimicked her father’s voice and rolled her eyes. “I don’t see how a needle protects anyone. We get our shots every year, but last spring, my dad still got sick.”
“Are you going to get it?” asked Maria.
“I don’t really have a choice,” said Melinda. “Are you?”
“Same,” said Maria. “Ugh. How old do I need to be before I get to decide what goes into my body?”
Melinda kicked at a few more leaves. She wished she had a good answer for Maria. Protecting other people sounded like a good thing, but surely there was a better way.
[image: image-placeholder]
“So,” said Melinda. “Are you going to cooperate?”
Maria laughed. “We’ll see.”
That made Melinda chuckle. Even Teensie in his travel tank on Melinda’s tummy swished with what Melinda knew was silent laughter. 
“That’s so cool that you get to bring your pet fish to school with you every day,” said Maria. “I wish they would let me bring Mittens.”
“It’s probably because he can’t do anything to anyone and nobody’s allergic to him,” said Melinda. 
It had never occurred to Melinda that Teensie wouldn’t be allowed to come with her. In fact, she was pretty sure she had never asked. He had just started attending and nobody had told her to stop. 
She wasn’t going to tell Maria that though.
She was glad Maria’s kitten Mittens wasn’t allowed at the school. That cat was vicious! Whenever Melinda went to Maria’s house, Mittens would attack her ankles and swipe at her from under the couch. It wasn’t just Melinda, Maria always had scratches up her arms and on her hands. Maria said the cat was just playing, but Melinda thought it was intentional.
Maria sighed. “Do fish need vaccines too? I know Mittens had to get some.”
Melinda shrugged. “Not that I know of,” she said. It wasn’t something she had ever thought about before. “Teensie doesn’t really come into contact with any other fish, so how would he get sick?”
Even as the words left her lips, she realized they were false. 
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